
Jesus’ Other Father

“Then the king will reply to them, “I assure you that when you have done it for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.” Matthew 25:40

Read Matthew 2:18-25

Those of us who have been studying Adam Hamilton’s book Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of 

Joseph have enjoyed learning about Jesus’ other Father. Joseph the carpenter from Nazareth plays a 

brief but very important role in the story of God’s redemption of humanity. Through Joseph Jesus is 

descended from the house of King David, and given bona fide royal lineage from which the Messiah 

will come. Joseph provides for Jesus, as any father would, but Adam Hamilton imagines that it is from 

Joseph that Jesus learns compassion and sacrifice. After all, the penalty for Mary’s perceived adultery 

was stoning. Joseph was willing to divorce her quietly and move on. Instead, an angel visits Joseph in a 

dream and tells him what God is really up to with his pregnant wife to be. Joseph steps into God’s plan 

and becomes the father of the savior of the world.

Our church is looking for fathers (and mothers) who are willing to step into a child’s life and provide 

a home. The state of Georgia has 13,000 children in foster care due to neglect and abuse. At least 40 

times per week The United Methodist Children’s Home (UMCH) has to say ‘no’ to children because 

they do not have enough foster homes for these vulnerable children in need. Together with UMCH, 

our church is launching a Foster Care Ministry that will help recruit more foster families and create a 

circle of support for those who step up to become foster parents. We invite you to be in prayer about 

whether you might be part of this ministry.

Jesus said, “Just as you do it unto the least of these, you do it unto me.” Children are the least of these, 

and when we welcome a child into our home and our family, we welcome Jesus. Just as God called 

Joseph to become Jesus’ foster father, maybe God is calling some of you to become mothers and 

fathers for these children in need.

Prayer:

As we wait for the baby Jesus to come into our homes, we pray for you children who need a home. We 

pray for foster fathers and mothers who open their homes with compassion and sacrifice to welcome 

in children not their own. We pray for healing and restoration. Amen.

If you are interested in learning more about The United Methodist Children’s Home and our new Foster 

Care Ministry, please email Brooke Mobley as brookmobley@gmail.com.
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